
OVERVIEW OF JOEL

Introduction

I.)
The name Joel means Jehovah is God or the Eternal One is mighty.

II.)
In Joel we certainly see the might of God, both to destroy and

restore.

III.)
Joel’s message is this: God’s people must consider their life, and

hold fast to God.

Body

I.)
Chapter 1, the present threat:

A.)
Joel describes a devastating locust plague and drought in the land.

B.)
How will you respond to disaster in your life?

C.)
What did Joel tell the people to do (Joel 1:13-14)?

II.)
Chapter 2, the future threat: 

A.)
This plague of “locusts,” whatever they may be (literal or

figurative), would continue to trouble the people in the future.

B.)
Again, what does the prophet tell God’s people to do—Joel 2:12-13?

III.)
Chapter 3, the final threat:

A.)
God is holy, and that is terrifying.

B.)
That final thing all people must face, Jew and Gentile, is the Living

God.

C.)
You have a decision to make—Joel 3:14-16. Will you live your life

for God?

Conclusion

I.)
What will your decision be?

II.)
Will you listen to the principles spoken of by the prophet?

THE MAJOR LESSONS IN JAMES

Introduction

I.)
James is called by some the proverbs of the New Testament.

II.)
This book is filled with wisdom and practicality that we all can use. 

Body

I.)
Be genuine in your faith:

A.)
We must beware of the sin of hypocrisy. Didn’t Jesus constantly

rebuke others for their hypocrisy?

B.)
The issue of hypocrisy is one of the major threads which runs

through this book: 1:6-8, 21-22, 26; 3:10-12; 4:4.

II.)
Practical lessons:

A.)
1:2-3, 12—endurance in times of trial. 

B.)
2:1-4—how we ought to view others.

C.)
2:8—fulfilling the royal law.

D.)
3:2ff—the words we choose to use.

E.)
1:11; 4:14—the brevity of life.

III.)
Draw close to your God by a pure faith:

A.)
What is religion (James 1:27)?

B.)
4:13-17—have confidence in God and not the world.

C.)
5:5—if we live in worldliness, it is as if we are cows fattening

ourselves for the slaughter. 

D.)
5:7-11—patience should characterize our faith.

E.)
5:13-16—there is a time for all things; we are called to sympathize

with each other. 

Conclusion

I.)
We cannot merely be hearers of God’s Word. We must be doers

also—live it out, put it into practice.

II.)
Life provides opportunities for us to live out our faith. It is up to you

to avail yourself to them. 

III.)
This congregation also provides opportunities.
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